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Which ideas of an afterlife exist and how 

do believers prepare themselves for it? 

What rituals have the communities 

developed for dealing with death and to 

bear the pain? 

 

We all have to die some day; therefore 

everyone is confronted with this 

ubiquitous topic. All the more it is 

interesting to know about the theological 

questions that are connected to the end of 

our life and that we learn how other 

cultures and religions handle it. 

 

The famous scientist for religion Hans-

Peter Hasenfratz deals with all these 

central questions inter religiously and in a 

simple manner.  
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Although the churches happen to be 

gradually emptier, a big number of people 

still say they are “religious” or even “very 

religious”.  

 

Which forms of piety beyond the churches 

can be observed today, in what do people 

believe, what are they looking for, if they 

assemble their individual religiousness 

from different religious and esoteric 

streams, but also from elements of art and 

nature experience? 

 

What is religiousness anyway, what is it 

based on and which conditions and 

requirements are there? 

 

Norbert Scholl describes this social trend 

in a vivid manner and gives various 

examples for new appearances and 

expressions of piety from every-day life. 
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In our every-day life, we take the scientific 

view of the world as granted. Can God still 

have any meaning here? 

 

Hans-Rudolf Stadelmann is scientist and 

theologian and understands himself as a 

“border crosser” between both areas.  

 

On a plausible and comprehensible way, he 

shows that God can be understood 

completely differently, namely as the 

“creative potential of the evolution”. 

 

In this book, the central contents of the 

Christian belief such as Jesus Christ, 

creation, revelation and salvation find a 

new meaning and make God and religion 

accessible also to sceptical contemporaries. 
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This book shows that theology and 

neuroscience do not necessarily have to 

stand against each other as antagonists in the 

discussion of the central and disputed topic 

“free will”.  

 

The author leads the reader through the 

history of the theological and philosophic 

concepts of free will and outlines the most 

important developments and accentuations 

from the ancient times until the time of the 

reformation and the Protestant theology of 

the 20
th

 century. This historical part is 

amended by a systematic part wherein the 

theological conceptions are grouped into 

four categories and are compared to key 

positions of psychology and neuroscience. 

 

Wolfgang Achtner points out parallels 

between theological and neuro-scientific 

concepts and develops a model that 

connects both in a productive and 

enlightening understanding. 
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The Protestant dogmatics raises special 

problems. In contrast to Catholicism, there 

is no officially established edifice of 

teaching of dogmatic truths. 

 

All the more, it is important to analyse and 

conciliate the dogmatic statements 

carefully. 

 

In this introduction, Christian Danz takes 

up any key elements of the dogmatic 

representation and summarises them 

concisely and didactically: 

 

1. Dogmatics and dogma 

2. Dogmatics as a Theological 

Discipline 

3. On the foundation of Dogmatics 

4. The material Dogmatics 
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In the time of globalization, the science of 

mission is put into a new perspective: as 

intercultural theology. 

 

In his introduction, Klaus Hock describes 

the history and presence of an increasingly 

current theological discipline and 

emphasises hereby the cross-bordered and 

dialogical character. 

 

Thus, it becomes clear that missionary 

work is decreasingly about conversion and 

control. Instead cultural exchange is 

becoming more and more important. 

 

Intercultural theology is therefore a current 

matter which is presented historically and 

systematically in this work. 



Introduction into the Theology of Spirituality 

 

 

By Simon Peng-Keller 

 

 

© 2010 

144 pages 

ISBN 978-3-534-23048-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Simon Peng-Keller, born in 1969, is lecturer for theology of the spiritual life at the Theological 

University Chur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this interdisciplinary and 

interdenominational introduction, 

theological basics of spirituality and 

spiritual experience are being explained 

and exemplified with many hereto related 

problems. 

 

Spirituality enables a holistic access to 

religious topics and therefore fulfils a 

central need for purport for today’s 

people. Rational and emotional 

dimensions of faith can be grasped in a 

spiritual context. Thus, spirituality serves 

as a link between practice and theory. 

 

Every interested reader will find a 

compact and thorough introduction into 

the field of spiritual theology. 
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The Septuagint is the first written 

translation of the Hebraic bible into 

another language and the most 

significant one. 

 

It has become an eminently important 

document for Christianity that served the 

transmission of Hebraic terminology and 

oriental ideas and images into the 

European languages and cultures. 

 

This book describes text forms as for 

example the transmission history, shows 

the structure and linguistic logic of texts 

and illustrates its context but also current 

questions that can be directed at the 

Septuagint. 
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Talking to Richard Heinzmann, the 

famous theologian Eugen Biser develops 

his new theology. 

 

The dialogue, which goes back to a tv 

programme, enables the reader to easily 

follow Biser´s thoughts and to understand 

his idea of a modern form of faith.  

 

Reflecting new forms of spirituality, the 

essential contents of Christianity as well as 

the theological needs of the new 

millennium, Biser does not pursue a 

shallow modernisation but wants to point 

out the need to return to the core of 

Christian faith. 
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Every year Christians celebrate the birth of 

Jesus as their saviour. Every year thousands 

of believers pilgrim to Bethlehem. But Jesus 

was not born in Bethlehem. Most likely, 

Jesus has never even seen this town in his 

whole life.  

 

Historically, many things differed from the 

well-known Christmas story. It 

communicates the Christian message better 

than any other text in the bible and 

Koschorke does not intend to destroy this 

myth but just wants to show that this official 

although wrong version was necessary 

indeed. 

 

This book looks from a different angle at the 

Christmas story, telling the events very 

comprehensively and in a lively manner. It 

gives a short and simple picture of the 

gospels´ origin and finally leading the reader 

to the core of the Christmas story. 
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The Lord’s Prayer is – impartial of any 

confession – one of the most important and 

the most famous document of Christianity. 

It stands out of other prayers since these 

were the words of Jesus Christ teaching his 

disciples how to pray.  

 

In simple words, it describes the relation in 

all languages in millions of churches every 

day.  

 

Eduard Lohse summarizes the most 

important information of this key prayer, 

explains the history of its tradition as well 

as the linguistic and hermeneutic problems 

and gives a theological interpretation. By 

looking at each pray individually, the 

familiar text can be rediscovered and 

understood from a new perspective. 

 

This work offers every interested reader a 

thorough introduction into this subject. 
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This work provides a comprehensive 

overview of theological thinking over the 

centuries for both specialists as well as 

every interested reader.  

 

All great persons and ideas throughout the 

centuries are named, their background and 

context explained.  

The author focuses on important stages of 

church development and describes the 

patterns of thinking as well as the different 

ways of interpreting them. 

 

This work sets out to establish an 

understanding for theology as a historical 

system of interpretation that is open for an 

ecumenical and an interreligious dialogue. 

An index and the listed reference literature 

enable the reader to pursue further studies. 
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What is the actual reason for missions? 

Which forms of missions were there and 

which role do they play nowadays? 

 

This book tells about the dark as well as 

the bright side of missions in a simple 

manner. Starting with the biblical 

command to mission, finalizing the texts 

with the work of today’s missionaries, 

Sievernich gives all interested readers a 

good overview.  

 

Various documents included in the work 

enable the readers to form their own 

opinion. 
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