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Dictionary of the Saints 

 

 

By Esther Meier 

 

 

© 2010 (September) 

About 400 pages 

About 190 b/w images 

ISBN 978-3-534-22413-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Esther Meier, PD, Dr., born in 1965, was assistant professor at the art historical institutes of 

the University of Heidelberg and Dortmund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This dictionary addresses especially readers 

interested in history of art and theology. 

It introduces a representative selection of 

150 saints that are organized in groups 

according to their character. 

 

Among these, there are martyrs, mystics 

and visionaries, emeritus and convent 

founders, but also soul savers, ascetics and 

converted people. All holies are described 

with the help of meaningful picture 

examples.  

 

Every entry names the day of the 

enshrinement and informs about written 

sources, vita, iconography and attributes 

before more image examples and literature 

references follow. Furthermore, all groups 

of saints are introduced by an essay about 

canonisation, liturgy and picture theology. 

 

All together, the book offers a 

comprehensive cultural history of the 

veneration of saints and of the use of 

images from early Christianity until the 

present. 
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The Culture of the Written Word 

 

A History of Writing and Reading 

 

By Peter Stein 

 

 

© 2006, 2
nd

 reviewed edition 2010 (September) 

About 349 pages 

About 42 b/w images 

ISBN 978-3-534-23635-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review 

ª¡ _ cmknpcfclqgtc _lb clrfp_jjgle cvnmqspc md rfc ctmjsrgml md msp upgrgle _lb grq sqc,« 

Neue Züricher Zeitung (about the 1
st

 edition) 

 

About the author 

Peter Stein, born in 1941, was professor for language and communication in cultural sciences 

at the University in Lüneburg until he retired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does culture without a writing system 

exist? Was the invention of the printing 

npcqq pc_jjw _ ªkcbg_ pctmjsrgml«= ?lb bm

we experience the end of script culture 

today?  

 

These are only a few questions Peter Stein 

tries to answer in his exciting work about 

cultural history. It reports comprehensively 

about the history of scriptures, writing 

tools and teaching, about book trade, 

libraries and journalism, about readers and 

non-readers, but also about technical 

inventions in different epochs. 

 

This book gives a good overview from the 

first writing attempts until the usage today 

and shows how we can face the challenge 

of the new media in future. 
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Journeying Artists 

 

 

 

From Albrecht Dürer to Emil Nolde 

 

 

By Joachim Rees 

 

 

© 2010  

208 pages 

32 b/w images 

ISBN 978-3-534-22089-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Joachim Rees, Dr., born in 1964, is assistant professor at the art-historical institute of the 

Independent University Berlin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around 1500, when traveling became more 

comfortable, artists began to go on journeys 

which also influenced their works 

significantly. 

 

This book begins with the exciting story of 

art history on 16 stages, from over five 

centuries and from all over the world, e.g. 

Bellini, Albrecht Dürer, Giovanni Lorenzo 

Bernini, Maria Sybilla Merian, William 

Hodges and Paul Klee.  

In vivid portrayals, forms and functions of 

the artists´ journeys are being presented in a 

thorough and entertaining fashion. 

 

Hence, motives, possibilities and limits of 

artistical freedom and the creation of new 

ñimages of the worldò are made 

recognizable. 

 

 



WBG Foreign Rights Catalogue Autumn 2010 

Contact: callaghan@wbg-wissenverbindet.de 
6 

 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 

Life Concepts 

 

By Bernd Hamacher 

 

 

© 2010 

256 pages 

5 black/white images 

ISBN 978-3-534-21561-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Bernd Hamacher, born in 1964, is lecturer for German science of literature at the University of 

Cologne and assistant professor for the Goethe-Dictionary in Hamburg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Why is Goethe still so important for 

our culture? 

 

For the first time, this biography shows 

that Goetheôs written concepts of his 

life examine key problems of the 

modern human being. Thus, we can 

still see the world through the eyes of 

Goethe. 

 

Bernd Hamacher interprets Goetheôs 

concepts of life as a crisis- and disaster-

management of the modern life. The 

main topics are Goetheôs parents, his 

upbringing, differences between male 

and female, man and history, man and 

nature. 
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 Ctcpw Lmrcdedicated rm wmsª 

 

A Musical History of Dedications from four Centuries 

 

By Ursula Schneewind 

 

 

 

© 2004, 2
nd

 revised edition 2010 

272 pages 

ISBN 978-3-534-23123-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author: 

Ursula Schneewind works as a freelance writer and as an author for the Radio. In addition to 

many features, she wrote the successful and highly appreciated three part radio series 

ªMsrj_ucb* ncpqcasrcb* `_lgqfcb«­ Jewish musical life in central European cities: Vienna, 

Munich and Berlin. She is a musicologist and completed her studies with a doctorate for her 

work about Richard Strauss. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Works like  ksqga_j tgargkª* rfc  Cpmga_«*

 Rpgqr_l _lb Gqmjbc* rfc ªQwknfmlw md rfc

Rfmsq_lbq«* ª? Qsptgtmp md U_pq_u«

fascinate people over and over. 

 

The music has been performed and listened 

to a thousand times but the stories behind 

the dedications of these works are mostly 

unknown although there is much to 

discover: Anger, Love, Passion or blank 

shortage of money - they often have a 

unimagined exciting background. 

 

Ursula Schneewind writes in a simple and 

literary style about eight world famous 

composers as Bach, Mozart, Beethoven or 

Schubert, giving biographical information. 
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Remote Sensing in the Urban Areas 

 

 

Edited by Hannes Taubenböck and Stefan Dech 

 

 

© 2010 (September) 

176 pages 

About 80 coloured images 

ISBN 978-3-534-23481-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the editors 

Hannes Taubenböck, born in 1977, studied geography with the focus on remote sending, urban 

and regional planning and geological information technology in Munich. As an employee of 

the German Centre for aviation and space travel, he received his doctor´s degree with studies 

about risk and analysis of vulnerability in mega cities in 2008. 

Stefan Dech, born in 1960, heads the German Remote Sensing Centre in the German Centre 

for aviation and space travel since 1998. At the same time, he is Professor at the University of 

Würzburg and holds the chair for remote sensing at the geographical institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quite often, there are immense 

discrepancies between the potentials of 

remote sensing and the knowledge about 

the new planning possibilities of deputies 

of federal states, towns and communities. 

 

Therefore, the superior goal of this book is 

to provide policy-makers, stakeholders and 

politicians with a comprehensible and 

compact introduction of the complete 

potential, but also the limits of remote 

sensing data and its application in the 

urban areas. 

 

Individual articles show the comprehensive 

potential of remote sensing analysis in 

regional but also local dimensions as well 

as in different thematic ranges and fields of 

application. 
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The World´s Treasures 

 

The fascinating world of resources 

 

 

By Peter Rothe 

 

 

© 2010 (September) 

About 208 pages 

About 80 coloured images, 120 graphs 

ISBN 978-3-534-22236-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Peter Rothe, born in 1936, is Professor Emeritus for Geology at the University in Mannheim. 

He worked at the Reiss-Engelhorn- Museums in Mannheim. For many years, he was 

cooperater of the international deep-sea-gallery-programme and wrote more than 100 

publications that mostly deal ugrf qcbgkclrmjmew, @mmiq ns`jgqfcb `w rfc U@E _pc ªPmaiq«

&0..3'* ªRfc Ecmjmew md Ecpk_lw« &0..4' _lb ªRfc C_prf«, The first edition of his book 

ªC_prf Fgqrmpw« u_q ns`jgqfcb gl 0../ _lb u_q egtcl rfc _u_pb ªQagclac @mmi md rfc Wc_p«, 

 

 

 

 

Resources and their availability are an 

ongoing issue for media: conflicts about 

u_rcp* ªnc_i mgj« _lb rfc npgac dmp petrol or 

the increasing demand of newly 

industrializing countries dominate the 

headlines. 

Prices (with their influence on the 

inflation) and quality of resources (e.g. 

drinking water) influence our daily life. 

Fascinating materials, such as gold or 

jewels also are a part of this. 

 

In his new book, Peter Rothe describes all 

important raw materials, providing 

information about their composition, their 

geological formation and their 

enrichments in deposits, about mining and 

use of the materials as well as about their 

meaning for our daily life. 

 

The different resources are presented in 

short characteristics, written in a simple 

manner, along with photos and graphs. 

Hereby, the reader gets a good overview of 

this major partition of our earth and our 

life. 
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Among Cannibals 

 

A Trip to West Papua in the 21st Century 

 

By Karen Gloy 

 

 

© 2010 

128 pages 

About 10 black/white images  

ISBN 978-3-534-23200-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Karen Gloy, born in 1941, was a student of the well known peace researcher Carl Friedrich of 

Weizsäcker and professor of philosophy at the University in Luzern until 2007. She taught at 

Universities all over the world (as for example in China, South Korea, Japan, Columbia and 

Iran) and completed a research stay at the Harvard University (USA). In 2002, the University 

of Ioannina (Greece) awarded her an honorary doctorate. Today, she primarily teaches at the 

Universities of Munich, Ulm and Luzern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book takes the reader on a trip to a 

society od ufgaf wms umsjbl©r f_tc

thought that it still exists: A scientist 

explores West Papua and visits isolated 

indigenous tribes in the primeval forest 

together with an expedition team.  

 

In 2008/09, Karen Gloy went on this 

excursion and encountered a society 

whose way of life is similar to that of 

prehistorical people. 

 

She gives a fascinating insight to a 

Neolithic culture and describes vividly 

her excursion, starting with the trouble of 

entering a country that is not accessible 

for journalists since 2003 and in which 

some regions still carry out conflicts 

about their autonomy. 
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Islands of the World 

 

Landscapes and Cultures 
 

 

By Andreas Mieth and Hans-Rudolf Bork  
 

 

© 2009 

208 pages 

190 coloured images 

ISBN 978-3-534-20188-4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

About the authors: 

Andreas Mieth, born in 1957, biologist and ecologist, is scientific Coordinator at the Centre 

of Ecology at the University in Kiel. He has earned his doctor´s degree and is a dedicated 

nature- and landscape photographer; he has seen more than 150 islands of the world and has 

explored most of them. He took most of the pictures in this book. 

Hans-Rudolf Bork, born in 1955, is professor for research of our ecosystem and director of 

the Centre of Ecology at the University in Kiel, President of the German Society for 

Geography and Member in the German Academy of the Naturalists Leopoldina. He examines 

the influences of human activities on islands and continents. 

 

Both authors also have published together ĂLandscapes of the Globeñ (WBG, 2006). 

 

 

The geographers and ecologists Andreas 

Mieth and Hans Rudolf Bork have visited 

and explored islands all over the globe. In 

this book, the authors picture the various 

different types of islands and their 

development by providing an overview of 

their scattering all over the world; explaining 

the biological and ecological specialties of 

islands and narrating the conquest of the 

islands by the human being in the 

prehistorical and historical time. 

They also go into the consequences of 

climate change and show how islands have 

always been sensed as places of refuge - as a 

prison but also as a destination of aspiration. 

Text, maps and coloured pictures invite the 

reader on a journey to 22 islands all over the 

world, e.g. Bali, Galápagos-Islands, 

Madagascar or the Easter islands. 
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The Hunt for a Second Earth 

 
Illusion and Reality of Space Science 

 
By Erhard Oeser 
 

 

© 2009 

208 pages 

30 black/white images 

ISBN 978-3-534-22147-9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Erhard Oeser, born in 1938, was professor for philosophy and theory of natural science at the 

University of Vienna from 1972-2006 and chairman of the institute for theory of science. 

Further publications:  

The Confident Brain (2006), Dog and Human Being (3
rd

 edition 2009), Horse and Human 

Being (2007), Cat and Human Being (3
rd

 edition 2008) and many more. 
 

 

RIGHTS SOLD TO:  U.S.A. 

 

 

 

 

400 years ago, Galilei directed his telescope 

towards the sky and discovered that the 

qspd_ac md rfc kmml gq amtcpcb jgic ª_lmrfcp

c_prf« ugrf kmslr_glq _lb t_jjcwq, ?lb

Keppler dreamed of a populated moon world. 

 

In this book, Erhard Oeser shows that the 

whole history of space science was dominated 

by the search for a second inhabited earth.  

 

At the latest, the first landing on the moon of 

the Apollo 11 mission in the year 1969 proofed 

that there was no life on this planet.  

 

But fantasies about capturing space only 

began. New space programmes in reality lead 

to new fantastic literature and fiction films. 

Until today, both areas inspire each other. 
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Mathematics in the Middle Ages 

 

From the abacus to number games 

 

 

By Wolfgang Hein 

 

 

© 2010 

200 pages 

15 b/w images 

ISBN 978-3-534-23121-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the author 

Wolfgang Hein, born in 1941, is professor emeritus for mathematics and taught at the 

University of Siegen. His main fields of research are algebra and history of mathematics, 

especially ancient theory of numbers and its reception in the Latin medieval times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From nowadays view, the medieval time 

is often associated with stagnation or 

even with regression, but not with 

scientific progression.  

 

Surprisingly enough, quite much 

mathematical research and practice took 

place indeed: mathematical number 

riddles and games are a phenomenon of 

the middle ages as well as the calculation 

with tables. 

 

In this book, Wolfgang Hein does not 

only give a fundamental summary of the 

mathematical history in medieval times, 

but he also relates it to other cultural 

fields of life in this period. 


